
Literacy Skills #2: Characterization 
 

Story: 
Name 
Date: 

Use quotes from the book (“She was smart”) with short explanations and page 
numbers. Please write in full sentences. 

External Characteristics (physical characteristics): “Mrs. Dot had a long 
nose, like a witch. (pg. 5)  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	
Internal Characteristics (personal characteristics): “Mrs. Dot thought 
about what she had done. The guilt ate at her soul.” (pg. 6)  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friends:        Foes:   

Internal characteristics are the characters thoughts, feelings and reactions. It is 
also how a person speaks and acts. For example, if they are nice or mean, shy or 
friendly.  

External characteristics are the characters looks, clothing, gestures, etc. It is 
also how the reader sees the character, as well as how the other characters see 
them. How does the character act in the story? For example, if they wear designer 
jeans or rags.  



Characterization Group Discussion Questions:  

 

1. Which revels more about the character- the internal or external 
characteristics?   

 

2. What is the correlation between the characters actions and the number of 
friends/ foes they have?   

 

3. What scene reveals the most about the character? What did it reveal 
specifically? Describe why you chose this scene.   

 

4. What do you admire about this character?  

 

5. What do dislike about this character?   

 

  



Elements of characterization:  

Speech, Thoughts, Effect, Actions, Looks (S.T.EA.L.).  
 

The descriptions we choose for character are as important as plot because 
they create continuity and depth.  

 
SPEECH:  

Draw your readers into a story with an authentic voice. Use 
expressions of dialect to show, rather than tell where your character 
is from. Mark Twain was a master of speech and dialect: 
Jim: “We’s safe, Huck, we’s safe! Jump up and crack yo’ heels. Dat’s 
de good ole Cairo at las’, I jis knows it.” 
Huck: “I’ll take the canoe and go see, Jim. It mightn’t be, you know.” 

 

 
THOUGHTS:  

Sid Fleischman, The Whipping Boy (1987): “Hardly a day passed that 
he hadn’t made one plan or another to run off—but a prince?” (page 
7).This example demonstrates the author’s ability to show the reader 
(rather than tell) how much Jemmy dislikes his life at the castle.  
 
Thoughts are a powerful way to create empathy for the characters in 
the story. Use quotations to share a character’s thoughts: “I hope I 
don’t have to go to the dance,” she thought bitterly. This element of 
creative writing draws the readers into the inner turmoil of the 
character, almost as though they were privy to secret information.  

 
 

Country Example of dialogue Meaning 

Canada 

I hope the Chinook doesn’t 

ruin my snowman  

Warm wind  

  

What do you think of my new 
toque?  

Warm winter hat (usually 
wool, with ear flaps and a 

tassel on top)  

Excuse me, where is the 

washroom?  
Bathroom (US)  



EFFECT ON OTHERS:  
Herman Melville, Billy Bud. "Beg pardon, but you don't understand, 
Lieutenant. See here now. Before I shipped that young fellow, my 
forecastle was a rat-pit of quarrels. It was black times, I tell you, 
aboard the Rights here. I was worried to that degree my pipe had no 
comfort for me. But Billy came; and it was like a Catholic priest 
striking peace in an Irish shindy. Not that he preached to 20 them or 
said or did anything in particular; but a virtue went out of him, 
sugaring the sour ones...”  
 
Billy Budd had an incredible effect on the people around him. People 
affect one another with their external moods. 

 
ACTIONS:  

Robert Munch is a great resource for “actions.” Another good example 
is Little Men and Little Miss by Roger Hargreaves. Little Miss Shy is 
a dramatic example of “actions” because she is so extreme.  

 
Actions drive the story forward. The most important thing to that 
there must be continuity between plot and action. For example: “He 
saw the bear coming towards him and walked away as fast as he 
could.” What would happen if the action was changed; what is the 
man “sprinted”; how would the action tension/mood changed if he 
“bolted” or even “ran”?  

 
LOOKS:  

Looks help to define a character and reveal unspoken details. They 
might also reveal clues about the setting. For example, if they wear 
sundresses and sunglasses we know the setting is warm and that the 
story itself has an element of happiness to it.  
 
The facial expressions are also important. Rather than “he said,” use 
the character’s facial expression to describe the action: “he frowned.”  

“I glared at him. ‘I may not die now…but I’m going to die sometime. 
Every minute of the day, I get closer. And I’m going to get old.’ 

He frowned as what I was saying sunk in, pressing his long fingers to 
his temples and closing his eyes. ‘That’s how it’s supposed to happen. 



How it should happen. How it would have happened if I didn’t exist – 

and I shouldn’t exist.’” (Twlight, 476) 

Looks also refer to the physical appearance of a character: “Oh! but 
he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! a squeezing, 
wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner! Hard and 
sharp as flint, from which no steel had ever struck out generous fire; 
secret, and self-contained, and solitary as an oyster. The cold within 
him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shriveled his cheek, 
stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and spoke out 
shrewdly in his grating voice. A frosty rime was on his head, and on 
his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried his own low temperature 
always about with him; he iced his office in the dog-days and didn't 

thaw it one degree at Christmas.” Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol 

 
  



APPLY IT 

Use the following quotes and fill in the blanks, describing what the 
people might be saying (Speech), what they might be thinking inside 
(Thoughts), what effect they are having on the people around them, based on 
their facial expression (Effect), what are they doing (Actions), what they look 
like/ are wearing (Looks). 
 
From The Necklace,  

She was one of those pretty and charming girls born, as if by an error of fate, into a family of clerks. She 
had no dowry, no expectations, no means of becoming known, understood, loved or wedded by a man of 
wealth and distinction; and so she let herself be married to a minor official at the Ministry of Education. 

     She dressed plainly because she had never been able to afford anything better, but she was as unhappy 
as if she had once been wealthy. Women don't belong to a caste or class; their beauty, grace, and natural 
charm take the place of birth and family. Natural delicacy, instinctive elegance and a quick wit determine 
their place in society, and make the daughters of commoners the equals of the very finest ladies. 

     She suffered endlessly, feeling she was entitled to all the delicacies and luxuries of life. She suffered 
because of the poorness of her house as she looked at the dirty walls, the worn-out chairs and the ugly 
curtains. All these things that another woman of her class would not even have noticed, tormented her and 
made her resentful. The sight of the little Brenton girl who did her housework filled her with terrible regrets 
and hopeless fantasies.  

 
From, Anne of Green Gables: 
 
She had been watching him ever since he had passed her and she had her eyes on him now. Matthew was 
not looking at her and would not have seen what she was really like if he had been, but an ordinary 
observer would have seen this: A child of about eleven, garbed in a very short, very tight, very ugly dress 
of yellowish-gray wincey. She wore a faded brown sailor hat and beneath the hat, extending down her 
back, were two braids of very thick, decidedly red hair. Her face was small, white and thin, also much 
freckled; her mouth was large and so were her eyes, which looked green in some lights and moods and gray 
in others.  
 

 
From, The Hunger Games 
 
"When I was younger, I scared my mother to death, the things I would blurt out about District 12, about the 
people who rule our country, Panem, from the far-off city called the Capitol. Eventually I understood this 
would only lead us to more trouble. So I learned to hold my tongue and to turn my features into an 
indifferent mask so that no one could ever read my thoughts."  



Characterization 

 

 

 

 Quote (page number)  Explanation 

Speech:  

Is there an accent or 
words used to reveal 
where they are from? 

  

 

Thoughts:  
What is the main 
character thinking?    

 

Effect on 

other:  

Look at the 
character’s face. 
What is there 
expression? How does 
their mood change the 
actions of the other 
characters?  

 

 

Actions:  

What is the character 
doing? How are they 
behaving? What 
actions words (verbs) 
describe them?  

 

 

Looks:  

What is the character 
wearing? What does 
their face look like 
(kind, angry, young, 
old...) Are they 
wearing anything 
strange. How old are 
they? Where are they 
from, do you think?  

 

 



APPLY IT: 
 
Use the following images from Robert Munsch books and fill in the 
blanks, describing what the people might be saying (Speech), what they might 
be thinking inside (Thoughts), what effect they are having on the people 
around them, based on their facial expression (Effect), what are they doing 
(Actions), what they look like/ are wearing (Looks)  
 

 

  



APPLY IT: 
 
Use the following images from Robert Munsch books and fill in the 
blanks, describing what the people might be saying (Speech), what they might 
be thinking inside (Thoughts), what effect they are having on the people 
around them, based on their facial expression (Effect), what are they doing 
(Actions), what they look like/ are wearing (Looks)  
  



APPLY IT: 
 
Use the following images from Robert Munsch books and fill in the 
blanks, describing what the people might be saying (Speech), what they might 
be thinking inside (Thoughts), what effect they are having on the people 
around them, based on their facial expression (Effect), what are they doing 
(Actions), what they look like/ are wearing (Looks)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 


