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How to use this book: 

 

1. Track reading progress using the timed reading chart provided: 

a.  Start timer once the student starts to read. Make a 

note of where they are in their reading at the 1 minute 
mark but allow students to finish reading the passage.  

b. Ask students to circle the words they don’t know as they 

read, or create a second copy and track difficult words. 

Circle words the student does not know how to 

pronounce, underline words that the student can read but 
with some difficulty, and put a star next to words that 

they self-correct.  

 

2. Create a WPM score:  

a. Count the number of words read in 1 minute.  
b. Subtract the number of mistakes from this word count. 

Include circled and underlined words, but not stared 
words. 

c. Divide this total by 60 (seconds). 
d.  WPM = total words – mistakes ÷ seconds 

 

3. Below is a recommended WPM Reading Rates (Fountas & 

Pinnell). Write the WPM at the bottom of each story page, as 

well as on the Timed Reading Chart. 
 

 End of Grade: Oral WPM 

1 75-100 

2 90-120 

3 100-140 

4 120-160 

5 140-180 

6 160-200 

7-8 180-220 
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4. Ask students to complete the Reading Comprehension and 

Recall questions. Use the answer key found at the end of this 

book to mark student’s answers. Write the comprehension score 

at the bottom of the Q&A page, as well as on the Timed 
Reading Chart.  

 

 

Timed Reading Chart 

 
Date:            

 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 

+10:00 mins           

10:00 mins           

9:00 mins           

8:00 mins           

7:00 mins           

6:00 mins           

5:00 mins           

4:00 mins           

3:00 mins           

2:00 mins           

1:00 min           

           

WPM           

Comp Score 
/5 
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #1 

Goodnight Moon 
By Margaret Wise Brown 

 
In the green green room  
there was a telephone 
And a red balloon 
And a picture of- 
The cow jumping over the moon 
And there were three little bears 
Sitting on chairs 
And two little kittens 
And a pair of mittens 
And a little toy house 
And a young mouse 
And a comb and a brush 
And a bowl full of mush 
And a quiet old lady  
Who was whispering “hush” 
 
 
Words: 71 words 
Time: _____:_____ 
WPM: _________ 
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. What word did the author rhyme with balloon? 

a. soon 

b. moon 
c. boom 

d. tune 

  

2. What did the kittens have? 

a. socks 
b. string 

c. mittens 

d. a mouse 

 

3. How many little bears were there? 
a. One 

b. Two 

c. Three 

d. Four 

 
4. What colour was the room? 

a. yellow 

b. blue 

c. white 
d. green 

 

5. What was there a picture of in the room? 

a. a red balloon 

b. a young mouse 
c. a cow jumping over the moon 

d. two little kittens 

 

_____ / 5 
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #2 

Ten, Nine, Eight 

By Molly Bang 

 
10 small toes all washed  

and warm 

9 soft friends  

in a quiet room 

8 square windowpanes  

with falling snow 

7 empty shoes in a short  

straight row 

6 pale seashells 

hanging down 

5 round buttons on  

a yellow gown 

4 sleepy eyes which open 

and close 

3 loving kisses on cheeks 

and nose 

2 strong arms around  

a fuzzy bear’s head 

1 big girl all ready  

for ______________ 

 

Words: 69 

Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________ 
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. How many windowpanes are in the room 

a. two 

b. four 

c. eight 

d. ten 

 

2. What does the seashells look like: 

a. pale 

b. pink 

c. dark 

d. soft 

 

3. What colour is the gown? 

a. pink 

b. yellow 

c. white 

d. blue 

 

4. What is the last line in the story? 

a. bed 

b. head 

c. shed 

d. red 

 

5. What is this story about? 

a. friends at play time 

b. all of the girls favourite things 

c. things you can buy 

d. a girl going to bed 

 

 

/5 
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 

Story #3 

Guess How Much I Love You 
By Sam McBratney 

 
Little Nutbrown Hare,  
who was going to bed, held 
on tight to Big Nutbrown 
Hare’s long ears. 
 
He wanted to be sure that Big 
Nutbrown Hare was listening. 
“Guess how much I love you,”  
he said. 
 
“Oh, I don’t think I can guess 
that,” said Big Nutbrown Hare. 
“This much,” said Little  
Nutbrown Hair, stretching  
out his arms as wide as they 
could go. 
 
Big Nutbrown Hair had even  
longer arms…  
 
Words: 67 

Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________ 
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. Why did Little Nutbrown Hare pull on Big Nutbrown Hare’s ears? 

a. He was mad 

b. He was trying to get his attention 
c. He wanted to make sure he was listening 

d. He was trying to hug him 

 

2. Big Nutbown Hare is Little Nutbrown Hare’s: 

a. Brother 
b. Mother 

c. Father 

d. Friend 

 

3. What is Little NutBrown Hare going to do after he tells Big 
Nutbrown that he love’s him: 

a. Run into the forest 

b. Go on an adventure 

c. Go to school 

d. Go to bed 
 

4. What do you think that Big Nutbrown Hare will say to Little 

Nutbrown Hare at the end of the story? 

a. “I love you this much” 
b. “I love you, too” 

c. “Thank you.” 

d. “Good Night” 

 

5. How did Little Nutbrown show how much he loved Big Nutbrown: 
a. He wrote him a card 

b. He stretched out his arms 

c. He raced him to bed 

d. He told him a secret 

_____ / 5 
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #4 

Where the Wild Things Are 
By Maurice Sendeck 

 
The night that max wore his wolf suit 
and made mischief of one kind 
and another 
his mother called him “WILD THING!” 
and Max said “I’LL EAT YOU UP!” 
so he was sent to bed without eating anything. 
 
That very night in Max’s room a forest grew.  
And grew- 
And grew until his ceiling hung with vines 
And the wall became the world all around… 
 
Words: 65 

Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________ 
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. What animal was Max pretending to be? 

a. a dog 

b. a wolf 
c. a mouse 

d. a monster 

 

2.  When Max told his mother “I will eat you up!” she was: 

a. sad 
b. happy 

c. angry 

d. confused 

 

3. During the night, Max’s room turned into: 
a. a wolf’s den 

b. a pirate ship 

c. outer space 

d. the jungle 

 
4. How would you describe Max: 

a. playful  

b. naughty 

c. imaginative 
d. lonely 

 

5. Why do you think the author called this story “Where the Wild 

Things Are”? 

a. Because it is about naughty boys 
b. Because Max goes on an adventure 

c. Because he wanted to scare people 

d. Because Max’s room is really messy 

_____ / 5 
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #5 

 

The Berenstain Bears’ New Pup 

By Stan and Jan Berenstain 
 

On the way home,  

They named the pup Little Lady. 

They named her “little”  

Because she was little. 
They named her “lady”  

Because she was a she. 

 

“Yum,” said Papa Bear  

when they got home. 
“A dozen farm-fresh eggs!” 

“And one farm-fresh pup!” said Sister Bear. 

 

Mama was right about Little Lady. 

She did have to be cleaned up after. 
She left a puddle in one corner… 

 

Words: 67 

Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________ 
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. What was the pup’s name? 

a. Sweat Pea 

b. Peanut 
c. Little Angel 

d. Little Lady 

 

2. How did the puppy’s behave at the house? 

a. she was naughty 
b. she was playful 

c. she was angry 

d. she was mean 

 

3. Where did the Bears get the puppy from? 
a. a pet store 

b. their friend 

c. a farm 

d. a dog shelter 

 
4. What did the puppy do in the corner? 

a. chewed on her bone 

b. hid form the Bears 

c. peed on the floor 
d. scared the cat. 

 

5. What do you think will happen next? 

a. The puppy will create more mess 

b. They will train the puppy 
c. Mama will get angry at the puppy 

d. Papa will take the dog back 

 

_____ / 5 
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #6 

 

Henry and Mudge 

By Cynthia Rylant 
 

 

 

One day Mudge took a walk 

Without Henry. 

The sun was shinning,  

The birds were flying, 

The grass smelled sweet. 

Mudge couldn’t wait for Henry. 

So he left. 

He went down the road,  

Sniffing the bushes,  

Then down another road,  

Kicking the dust. 

He went through a field,  

Across a stream,  

Into some pine trees. 

And when he came out 

On the other side… 

 

Words: 64 

Time: Time: _____:_____ 
WPM: _________  
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. What was Mudge’s owner’s name: 

a. Jane 

b. Henry 
c. Nancy 

d. Harry 

 

2. What type of animal is Mudge? 

a. a cat 
b. a mouse 

c. a dog 

d. a duck 

 

3. What type of animal did Mudge see? 
a. Birds flying 

b. Cats playing 

c. Dogs fetching sticks 

d. Frogs hopping 

 
4. What is the correct order of Mudge’s adventure: 

a. field, stream, pine trees 

b. river, pine trees, field 

c. pine, trees, stream, field 
d. farm, stream, meadow 

 

5. What do you think will happen next? 

a. Mudge will find Henry 

b. Mudge will get into trouble with another dog 
c. Mudge will get lost 

d. Mudge will fall asleep 

_____ / 5 
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #7 

 

First Tomato 

By Rosemary Wells 
 

Clair ate only three spoons 

Of cornflakes for breakfast. 

On the way to school 

Her shoes filled with snow. 

By eleven in the morning 

Math had been going on for two hours. 

Lunch was Clair’s least favourite— 

Balony sandwiches. 

At playtime Clair was the only girl  

Not able to do a cartwheel.  

Once again the bus was late. 

Clair needs a visit to the  

Bunny Planet. 

 

 

Words: 66 
Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________  
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. What type of day was Clair having? 

a. a great day 

b. a bad day 
c. a normal day 

d. an exciting day 

 

2. What type of animal is Clair? 

a. bunny 
b. cat 

c. dog 

d. mouse 

 

3. What time of year is it? 
a. Spring 

b. Summer 

c. Winter 

d. Fall 

 
4. What type of sandwiches did Clair have for lunch? 

a. peanut butter and jam 

b. ham and cheese 

c. tomato 
d. baloney 

 

5. What do you think will happen on Bunny Planet? 

a. Clair will have a better day 

b. Clair will go to sleep 
c. Clair will fight aliens 

d. Clair will do more Math  
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #8 

I am a Bunny 

By Ole Risom 

 
I am a bunny. 

My name is Nicolas. 

I live in a hollow tree. 

In the spring,  

I like to pick flowers. 

I chase butterflies,  

and the butterflies chase me. 

In the Summer,  

I like to lie in the sun  

and watch the birds. 

And I like to watch  

the frogs in the pond. 

When it rains, I keep dry  

under a toadstool. 

I blow dandelion seeds into the air. 

 

 
Words: 66 

Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________  
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. Where does Nicolas live? 

a. In a hole 

b. in a tree 

c. in a house 

d. in a cave 

 

2. What does Nicolas like to do for fun? 

a. pick flowers and chase butterflies 

b. pick flowers and chase frogs 

c. pick flowers and chase birds 

d. sit on flowers and chase butterflies 

 

3. What seasons does this story talk about? 

a. Spring and Fall 

b. Winter and Summer 

c. Spring and Summer 

d. Spring and Winter 

 

4. What type of bunny is Nicolas: 

a. quiet and lazy 

b. noisy and lonely 

c. quiet and active 

d. sad and lonely 

 

5. What line in the story gives the best clue about the type of 

bunny Nicolas is: 

a. “When it rains, I keep dry”  

b. “the butterflies chase me.” 

c. “I am a bunny.” 

d. “I live in a hollow tree.” 

 

/5  
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Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #9 

Chicka Chika Boom Boom 

By Bill Martin Jr and John Archambault 

 
A told B  

And B told C,  

“I’ll meet you at the top 

of the coconut tree.” 

“Whee!” said D 

to E F G,  

I’ll beat you to the top  

of the coconut tree. 

 

Chicka chicka boom boom! 

Will there be enough room? 

Here comes H 

Up the coconut tree. 

 

And I and J 

And tag-along K, 

All on their way 

Up the coconut tree. 

 

Words: 65 

Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________  
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Comprehension & Recall 
 

1.  

 

 

  



	 22	

Level 1 Reading Comprehension 
Story #10 

Madaline 
By Ludwig Bemelmans 

 
In an old house in Paris 
that was covered in vines 
lived twelve little girls in two straight lines. 
 
In two straight lines  
they broke their bread 
and brushed their teeth 
and went to bed. 
 
The smiled at the good 
and frowned at the bad  
and sometimes they were very sad. 
 
They left the house 
at half past nine 
in two straight lines 
in rain 
or shine- 
 
Words: 67 
Time: Time: _____:_____ 

WPM: _________ 
 



	 23	

Comprehension & Recall 
 

1. How many girls lived in the old house? 

a. 2 

b. 10 
c. 12 

d. 20 

 

2. What city does the story take place in? 

a. London 
b. New York 

c. Tokyo 

d. Paris 

 

3. What time did they leave the house? 
a. 9:00 

b. 9:30 

c. 10:00 

d. 10:30 

 
4. What does “break their bread” mean? 

a. eat a meal 

b. rip up bread for ducks  

c. bump their heads 
d. bake bread 

 

5. Why do the girls live in a house together? 

a. they go to school together 

b. they are orphans 
c. they are sisters 

d. they are at summer camp 

 

_____ / 5 

 


