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Unit 1 Urbanization & Migration     

Unit 2 Poverty & Inequality     

Unit 3 NGO’s and government 
organizations 

    

Unit 4 Different Systems of 
Government 

    

Unit 5 Economic Policies and 
Resource Management 

    

Unit 6 Globalization & Economic 
Interdependence 

    

Unit 7 International Cooperation 
& Responses to Global 

Issues 

    

Unit 8 Regional and International 
Conflict 

    

Unit 9  Media Technologies and 
Coverage of Current 

Events 

    



CORE ABILITIES for Grade 6 Social Studies: 

Communication 

Thinking 
Personal & Social Goals 

 

BIG IDEAS: 

• Economic self-interest can be a significant cause of conflict 

among peoples and governments.  
• Complex global problems require international cooperation to 

make difficult choices for the future. 

• Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights 

and freedom. 

• Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our 
understanding of important events and issues. 

 

Unit 1: Urbanization and Migration of people 

• Land 
• usage 

• Access to water 

• Pollution and waste 

management 

• Population density 

• Transit and transportation 

! Why do the majority of people in the world now live in urban 
centres? 

! What are the advantages and disadvantages of urbanization? 

 

Unit 2: Poverty & Inequality, class structure and gender 

• treatment of minority 
populations  

• caste system 

• unequal distribution of wealth 

• corruption 

• lack of judicial process 
• infant mortality 

• women’s rights 

• social justice 

• treatment of indigenous people 

! How does discrimination and prejudice in modern Canada 

compare with that during Canada’s past or in other societies  



 Unit 3: NGO’s and government organizations 

• United Nations 

• International Criminal Court 
• World Trade Organization 

• international aid 

• activists 

• lobby groups 

• international aid groups (e.g., 

Medecins sans Frontieres 
[Doctors without Borders]) 

• Private foundations (Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation) 

 
Unit 4: Different Systems of Government  

• Compare characteristics of the federal government in Canada 

with those of one or more other countries, including: 

• roles and responsibilities of members of government (e.g., prime 

minister, president, governor, MP, senator) 
• components of government (House of Commons, House of Lords, 

senate, province, state, prefecture, canton) 

• government decision-making structures and forms of rule (e.g., 

monarchy, republic, dictatorship, parliamentary democracy) 
• electoral processes (e.g., political parties, voting, 

representation) 

• indigenous governance 

! Who benefits from different forms of government and 

decision making? 

! How would decisions be different under a different form of 

government? 

Unit 5: Economic Policies and Resource Management 
• deforestation 

• mining 

• oil and gas 

• fisheries 

• infrastructure development 

• relocation of communities 

! How should decisions about economic policy and resource 

management be made? 

! How should societies balance economic development with 

the protection of the environment? 



Unit 6: Globalization & Economic Interdependence 

• trade 

• imports and exports 
• G20 (Group of Twenty) 

• European Union 

• North American Free Trade 

Act (NAFTA) 
• currency 

• tariffs and taxation 

• trade imbalances 

Unit 7: International Cooperation & Responses to Global 

Issues 

• environmental issues 
• human trafficking 

• child labour 

• epidemic/pandemic response 

• fisheries management 
• resource use and misuse 

• drug trafficking 

• food distribution and famine 

 

Unit 8: Regional and International Conflict 

• war 
• genocide 

• child soldiers 

• boundary disputes 
• religious and ethnic violence 

• terrorism 

Unit 9: Media Technologies and Coverage of Current Events 

• ownership of media 

• propaganda 

• editorial bias 

• sensationalism 

• freedom of the press 

• social media uses and abuses 

! How does the media influence public perception of major events? 

! Are some media sources more trustworthy than others? Explain your 

answer. 

  



LEARNING STANDARDS 

 
Students are expected to:  

• Use inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and 
communicate findings and decisions 

• Develop a plan of action to address a selected problem or issue 
• Construct arguments defending the significance of individuals/groups, places, events, or 

developments (significance) 
• Ask questions, support inferences, and draw conclusions about the content and origins of a 

variety of sources, including mass media (evidence) 
• Sequence objects, images, or events, and recognize the positive and negative aspects of 

continuities and changes in the past and present (continuity and change) 
• Differentiate between short- and long-term causes, and intended and unintended 

consequences, of events, decisions, or developments (cause and consequence) 
• Take stakeholders’ perspectives on issues, developments, or events by making inferences 

about their beliefs, values, and motivations (perspective) 
• Make ethical judgments about events, decisions, or actions that consider the conditions of a 

particular time and place, and assess appropriate ways to respond (ethical judgment) 

 

OLD BC Curriculum Outcomes: 

• Give examples of how music in a range of media reinforces or challenges societal values 
(violence, homophobia, peace, material wealth) 

• Identify international organizations that Canada belongs to (the Commonwealth, 
Organization Internationale de la Francophone, Organization of United States, The Asian 
Pacific Economic Community, The United Nations, the International Olympics Committee, 
NATO) 

• Identify Canada’s participation in organizations that support communities (UNICEF, Red 
Cross, Habitat for Humanity, local examples (SPCA)) 

• Describe Canada’s role in the development of the United Nations 
• Identify key events involving Canada’s participation in the world (World Wars, Korean 

War, peacekeeping, Kyoto Accord, land mines treaty) 
• Describe how Canadian’s have contributed to global events and issues (Louise Arbour, 

Bob Hunter, Stephen Lewis, Kielberger, Lester Pearson. Viola Desmond) 
• Give examples to demonstrate that access to wealth and resources is related to the 

distribution of power and authority 
• Give specific examples of how wealth and resources are unevenly distributed in the world 
• Use appropriate terminology to describe economic activity of nations (industrialized, 

developed, developing, least developed) 

	


